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ARTICLE XIV LI Light Industrial District 

§ 320-61. Applicability. [Amended 12-13-1993 by Ord. No. 93-28]  

In the LI Light Industrial District, the following regulations in this Article shall apply.  

§ 320-62. Legislative intent. [Amended 12-13-1993 by Ord. No. 93-28]  

In expansion of the declaration of legislative intent contained in Article I, § 320-1, of this chapter, it is hereby declared to be the 
intent of this Article with respect to Light Industrial Zones to establish reasonable standards for the height and size of buildings, 
the areas and dimensions of yards and open spaces and the provision of facilities and operation of industries to minimize traffic 
congestion, noise, glare, air pollution, water pollution and fire and safety hazards in industrial zones. Editor's Note: Original §§ 320-63 
through 320-74 of the 1981 Code, which dealt with performance standards and which immediately followed this section, were repealed 3-5-1985 by Ord. No. 85-
8. For current provisions, see Article XXVIII.  

§ 320-63. Use regulations. [Amended 3-5-1985 by Ord. No. 85-7; 9-1-1992 by Ord. No. 92-19; 12-13-1993 by Ord. No. 93-
28]  

A building may be erected or used and a lot may be used or occupied in an LI Light Industrial District for any of the following uses 
and no other: 

(2) From the side property line: five feet (except for the side property line affected when common parking facilities are 
used; then no setback is required). 

(3) From any wall of the main building: five feet. 

A. Automotive and other vehicular sales, repair and service. 

B. Automotive parts and accessory stores. 

C. Automotive body shops, provided that all work is done within an enclosed structure. 

D. Gas station. 

E. Scientific or industrial research, engineering, training, testing, experimental laboratory or similar establishment. 

F. Administrative, corporate or professional offices. [Amended 7-5-1994 by Ord. No. 94-6] 
G. Public or governmental utility building or use, including storage yard, repair shop or similar use. 

H. Printing, publishing, lithography or similar processes. 

I. Manufacturing, fabrication, assembly, processing and packaging of natural and manmade materials, chemicals, synthetics 
and other organic and inorganic products, except those uses specifically prohibited in Subsection O below. 

J. Warehouse, storage or distribution center. 

K. Contractor's office and storage. 

L. Lumberyard. 

M. Retail or wholesale sales of industrial products. 

N. Gymnasiums, health or tennis club or similar facility. 

O. Any use of the same general character as the above-permitted uses, except that the following uses are specifically 
prohibited: 
(1) Abattoir, meat-packing, tanning, curing or storage of leather, rawhides or skins; manufacture or processing of fertilizer, 

wood pulp, disinfectants or soap. 

(2) Lime kilns, flour mills or manufacture of cement. 

(3) Foundries or manufacture or processing of asphalt. 

(4) Auto wrecking or junkyard. 

(5) Dump, incinerator, landfill or similar facility. 

(6) Any other use which is or may be, in comparable degree to any of the foregoing, noxious or offensive by reason of 
odor, dust, fumes, smoke, gas, vibration, illumination or noise or which may be dangerous to the public health, welfare 
or safety. 
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§ 320-64. Area and yard regulations. [Amended 3-5-1985 by Ord. No. 85-7; 12-13-1993 by Ord. No. 93-28]  

The following regulations shall apply to any use: 

§ 320-65. Height regulations. [Amended 3-5-1985 by Ord. No. 85-7; 12-13-1993 by Ord. No. 93-28]  

No building shall exceed 45 feet in height.  

§ 320-65.1. Additional development regulations. [Added 12-13-1993 by Ord. No. 93-28] 

P. Residential loft apartments, provided no apartment has more than one bedroom. [Added 6-1-2004 by Ord. No. 04-11 
Editor’s Note: This ordinance also repealed former Subsection P, which allowed a residential loft or apartment conversion if authorized as a conditional 
use, as amended. In addition it provided for the redesignation of former Subsections Q through T as Subsections S through V, respectively. ] 

Q. Studio for the practice of art, photography, or dance. [Added 6-1-2004 by Ord. No. 04-11] 
R. Art gallery or art exhibition space. [Added 6-1-2004 by Ord. No. 04-11] 
S. Accessory use on the same lot and customarily incidental to any of the above-permitted uses, including but not limited to: 

(1) Storage within an enclosed building or fenced area, meeting the requirements of § 320-65.1F herein. 

(2) Repair shop or maintenance facilities normally required for the conduct of industrial operations. 

(3) Cafeteria, recreation facility or other service facility located within a permitted use and operated solely for the 
occupants of the buildings. 

T. Signs, subject to the provisions of Article XXXIII, Signs, of the General Laws of Norristown. 

U. Mini-storage facilities. [Added 7-5-1994 by Ord. No. 94-6] 
V. Car washes. [Added 7-5-1994 by Ord. No. 94-6] 

A. Lot area. A lot area of at least 10,000 square feet shall be provided for each principal use in the LI District. 

B. Lot width. Each lot shall have a width of at least 60 feet at the street line. 

C. Building area. Not more than 60% of the area of each lot may be occupied by buildings. 

D. Impervious coverage. Not more than 85% of the area of each lot may be covered. 

E. Yards. 
(1) A front yard of at least 30 feet and side yards of at least 15 feet shall be required on each lot. 

(2) A rear yard of at least 15 feet shall be provided on each lot. 

(3) Where a lot abuts a residential district or use, public park, school, playground, hospital or church, the rear and side 
yards shall not be less than 25 feet. Editor's Note: Former Subsection F, designating setback, which immediately followed this subsection, 
was repealed 5-7-1996 by Ord. No. 96-06. 

A. Access. A planned system of efficient ingress, egress and internal circulation of traffic shall be required. Loading and 
unloading areas shall be provided to the rear of the proposed use and arranged so that they may be used without blocking 
or interfering with the use of driveways, parking areas or streets. 

B. Lighting. Lighting shall be arranged in a manner which will protect adjacent streets and neighboring properties from direct 
glare. All lighting arrangements shall be acceptable to the Borough Engineer. 

C. Service. Areas for refuse collection and recycling shall be provided. A plan for disposal of solid waste material shall be 
required. All solid waste material shall be stored in covered containers, no closer than 15 feet from any property line. Refuse 
collection areas shall be shielded from the direct view of any adjacent property by a wall or a fence which is six feet in 
height. 

D. Landscaping. 
(1) Shade trees shall be provided along all public streets. 

(2) The area within the front yard setback shall contain shade trees and ornamental plantings when the property adjoins or 
faces a residential use or district. 

(3) A screen buffer of evergreen trees and/or an opaque fence six feet in height shall be required whenever a side yard or 
rear yard adjoins a residential district or use, public park, school, playground, hospital or church. 

E. Fire and explosive hazards. Flammable and explosive materials shall be stored, used and transported in accordance with 
the applicable state and federal regulations regarding such materials and associated storage vessels. 

F. Outdoor storage. 
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§ 320-65.2. Plan requirements. [Added 12-13-1993 by Ord. No. 93-28]  

In addition to the plan submission requirements in the Borough Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance, Editor's Note: See Ch. 
282, Subdivision of Land. the following information shall be required for all developments in the LI Light Industrial District: 

§ 320-66. Off-street parking and loading. [Added 3-5-1985 by Ord. No. 85-7] 

§ 320-67. (Reserved) Editor's Note: Former § 320-67, Review procedure, amended 9-1-1992 by Ord. No. 92-19, was repealed 5-5-1993 by Ord. No. 93-12. 

§ 320-68. Performance standards. [Amended 9-1-1992 by Ord. No. 92-19]  

  The provisions found in Article XXVIII shall apply here.  

ARTICLE XV HI Heavy Industrial District [Amended 3-5-1985 by Ord. No. 85-8; 5-21-1986 by Ord. No. 
86-9; 9-1-1992 by Ord. No. 92-19; 12-13-1993 by Ord. No. 93-28] 

§ 320-69. Applicability.  

In the HI Heavy Industrial Districts, the following regulations shall apply.  

§ 320-70. Legislative intent.  

In expansion of the declaration of legislative intent contained in Article I, § 320-1, of this chapter, it is hereby declared to be the 
intent of this Article with respect to industrial districts to establish reasonable standards for height and size of buildings, the areas 
and dimensions of yards and open spaces and the provision of facilities and operation of industries to minimize traffic congestion, 
noise, glare, air pollution, water pollution and fire and safety hazards in industrial districts.  

(1) All outdoor storage facilities for fuel, flammable or explosive materials and raw materials shall be enclosed by a fence 
adequate to prevent the access of children and other members of the general public pursuant to § 320-124 of this 
chapter. 

(2) No materials or wastes shall be deposited upon a lot in such form or manner that they may be transferred off the lot by 
natural causes or forces. 

(3) All material or wastes which might cause fumes or dust or which constitute a fire hazard or which may be edible or 
otherwise be attractive to rodents or insects shall be stored outdoors only in closed, sealed containers. 

(4) No materials or wastes of any form may be stored in a floodplain area unless the storage facility has been floodproofed 
pursuant to Article XX of this chapter and to the satisfaction of the Borough Engineer. 

G. Waste disposal. Industrial wastes shall not be stored, discharged, incinerated or otherwise disposed of except in 
conformance with the applicable state and federal regulations regarding solid and hazardous wastes. 

H. Fire detection and suppression devices. Fire detection and suppression devices shall be installed when required by the 
Borough Council upon the recommendation of the Borough Fire Marshal. 

I. Health and safety hazards. All uses in the LI Limited Industrial District shall comply with all local, state and federal 
regulations regarding health and safety hazards, including the reporting of potential hazards. 

J. Public utilities. All uses shall be capable of being served by public sewer and water facilities. All sewer or water facilities 
shall be subject to all local, state and federal regulations and are subject to approval by the Borough Council upon the 
recommendation of the Borough Engineer. 

K. All the applicable performance standards of this chapter shall be followed. 

A. Architectural plans sufficient to show building entrances, service and loading areas, refuse collection and recycling areas, 
elevations, signs, lighting facilities and all other pertinent information required by the Borough Council. 

B. Engineering and architectural plans for the treatment and disposal of sewage and industrial waste. 

C. A description of the industrial operations proposed in sufficient detail to indicate the effects of those operations and plans for 
handling the production of traffic, noise, glare, air and water pollution and fire and safety hazards in compliance with the 
performance standards of this chapter. 

A. Adequate provision for off-street parking shall be provided in accordance with the requirements of Article XXI of this chapter. 

B. Adequate provision for off-street loading shall be provided in accordance with the requirements of Article XXI of this chapter. 
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